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THE CIRCULAR 


Aims to be the exponent of Bible Communism, advocating the 
Religion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive 
Church. It will, also, giveits readers a supply of general in- 
telligence, and the news of the day. 

It is offered, as the gospel is, without money and without 
price to those who choose to receive it thus, or at One Dollar 
a year tosuch as prefer to pay. At present it is supported princi 
pally by the funds of the Oneida Community and its branches, 
ai ded by the free contributions of its friends, and a few remit- 
ta mees from those who choose to pay for it. Our expectation, 
however, is, that the idea of a Free Dairy Rexicious Press, as 
the pl t aod tion of Free Schools, Free 
Jhurches, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually be- 
© me known, and be appreciated among all spiritually minded 
reufigionists, and that thus the Circular, as the embodiment of 
¢ Imt idea, will draw to itself a volunteer constituency more 
whole-hearted, for instance, than that which surrounds the Bi- 
bie Society, and endows it annually with a revenue of several 
hundred thousand dollars. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should return as a copy with his name and residence written 
upon it, and the simple order, * Discontinue.” 


Address ‘‘ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.”” 











WANTED. 

Intelligent, reliable, sympathetic, volunteer Cor- 
respondents, in our own country and every part 
of the world, who will give us early and au- 
thentic information of events occurring in their 
respective localities, that are of a remarkable char- 
acter, orof general interest to mankind, and who 
will also furnish us, from time to time, with brief 
and lucid expositions of such topics as come within 
their range of thought and observation. 





Our Purpose in the Future, 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

3. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalinitsoperation. Re- 
iigion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Ciristian religion, have pur- 
posed and are expecting to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press, so soon as Providence opens the way, 
and the means are placed in their possession. 


Che Oneida Community, 


Ss. IWew housec’s 


SUPERIORSTEEL TRAPS, 


Enameled Traveling-Bags, Palm-Leaf 
HIlats, Caps, Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Green & Presorveda 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 

SEWING, SADDLERS', EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 

Orders for any of the above articles directed to 

THE OVEID.A COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. ¥. 
will receive prompt attention. 

Publications. 

THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. Il. Novgs. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Bereancontains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection. Origin of Evil.Our 
Relationsto the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death.Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
Sonclusions.differing widely from those of the old Theology 
Allwho wishto understand Bistre Communism—its constitu” 
‘ional basis, and prospects of success—should aequaint them- 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilat‘on from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Community andits branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary view 
oftheir Religiousand Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price, 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6} cts. 


wore 








FE" Past Volumes of the Circular can be fur- 


nished to order; and any of the zbove Publications 





may besent by mail to all parts of the country. 


The Oneida Community: 
Where and What it is. 

—The Community consists of about 220 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions. They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here about 
fourteen years, and is self-supporting. There is a 
branch community located at Wallingford, Conn., 
which is also self-supporting. 

—-The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 


—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common.’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INSPIRATION, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT oF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bib/e Communism. 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of FREE CRITICISM 
on the part of allits members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 

—-Tue Circunar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 

The following may serve as a condensed formula of 

PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 

The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 

with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion for distribution. 

Dwelling togetherin Association, or Complex Fami- 


lies. 
Home Churches and Home Schools. 
Meetings every Evening. 
Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 
Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 
Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 
A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and devo- 
ted to God. 


FLOWER SEEDS. 


For sale, a choice assortment of Flower Seeds, of 
our own raising. They will be furnished in collec- 
tions of twenty-five sorts for $1. 

We have also orhand an assortment, comprising 
some rare and valuable flower seeds, obtained of a 
Seedsman and Florist. They will be furnished in 
collections of twenty-five sorts, for $1. 

Persons wishing to purchase seeds for the coming 
season, may order from us through the mail, for- 
warding stamps to prepay postage. 

Address, ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, N. Y. 





The Atlantic Monthly 
FOR 1862, 





The January number will commence the Ninth 
Volume of this Magazine. Its very large and still 
increasing circulation is a gratifying evidence of 
public approval, and no industry will be spared to 
render the forthcoming volume adequate to the re- 
quirements of times so pregnant with great events 
as those of to-day. The life of the Republic, the 
best interests of the nation, demand of literature a 
manly and generous action, and the conductors of 
this journal will remit no efforts in enlisting the 
best talent of the country to support with vigor and 
eloquence those opinions and principles which brace 
the great public heart to stand firm on the side of 
Freedom and Right. An elevated national Ameri- 
can spirit will always be found illustrated in these 
pages. The Atlantic Monthly will never give 
other than the best literature, and it will be the 
constant aim of its conductors to render its variety 
greater and its attractions better each month than 
the last. 

Among the contributions already in hand for 
1862, the following will commend themselves as suf- 
ficient inducements for every family to provide the 
forthcoming numbers for household reading. 

Proressor Agassiz will begin in the January 
number a series of articles on Natural History, and 
other kindred topics, to be continued from month to 
month throughout the year. The name of so dis- 
tinguished a man of science in connection with this 
announcement is a sufficient guaranty of the great 
benefit to be derived from his monthly contributions. 

A New Romance, by Narnanier Hawrnorne, will 
appear in the pages of The Atlantic early in the 
year. 

A New Story, by the late Tuzopore Winturor, 
author of ‘* Cecil Dreeme,” will be commenced in 
the January number. 

Dr. Georcr B. Winvsuir, well known for his re- 
markable experiments in Gymnastics, has written 
for The Atlantic ‘* The Autobiography of a Btrength 
Seeker,” giving an account of his method of train- 
ing for feats of strength, with advice on matters of 
Health. 

The author of ‘“ Life in the Iron Mills,” and ‘* A 
Story of To-day,” will contribute a series of Tales 
during the year. 

Articles by Prof. James Rvsseri Lower, on 
topics of national interest, will appear frequently. 

Bayarp Tays.or has written a story which will be 
printed in the February number. 

The staff of Writers, in Prose and Poetry, contri- 
buting regularly to The Atlantic Monthly, com- 
prises, among its popular names, the following : 


James Rvussett Lowett, Henry W. Loneretitow, 
Raten Waipo Emerson, Narnanien Hawruorne, 
C. C. Hazeweir, T. W. Hieernson, Autuor of 
‘* Life in the Iron Mills,” & ** A Story of To-Day,” 
Otiver Wenpectt Hormes, Joun G. Wuirtier, E. 
P. Wuirerre, Bayarp Tayror, Cuarces E. Norton, 
Grorer S. Hittarp, Henry Gites, Rev. Waiter 
Mircuett, Mrs. H. B. Srowe, Harrier Martin? 
eau, Cuartes Reape, ‘* Tue Country Parson,” 
Rose Terry, Harriet E. Prescort, Rev. Ropert 
T. S. Lowe xt, J. T. Trownrinee, 





Texms.—Three Dollars per annum, or Twenty- 
five cents a number. Upon the receipt of the sub- 
scription price, the publishers will mail the work to 
any part of the United States, pre-paid. Subscrip- 
tions may begin with either the first, or any sub- 
sequent number. The pages of The Atlantic are 
stereotyped, and back numbers can be supplied. 
Specimen numbers furnished gratis. 

Crunping ArraNncements.—Subscribers to pay 
their own postage. Two Copies for Five Dol- 
lars; Five Copies for Ten Dollars; Eleven Copies 
for Twenty Dollars. Postage 56 cents a year. 

IxpuceMEnTS ‘ro Supscripine.—Lists of Premiums, 
etc., furnished on application to 

TICKNOR & FIELDS, Pvetisuers, 
No. 135 Washington street, Boston, Mass. 
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New Covenant Faith. 





We are required to have faith in the 
operations of God’s grace asa teacher. 
The promises, ‘‘ Ask, and ye shall receive ; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you,” are declara- 
tions made in good faith: and those who 
receive them as such have always found 
them true. We understand the great 
declaration of John, “‘ Ye have an unction 
from the Holy One, and know all things, 

. and need not that anv man teach 
you,” asa bona fide description of the 
state of a Christian—not the state of 
some particular person who holds a special 
office or has special talents, but of the 
faith of a Christian---a faith that is as 
accessible to one ag another, and just as 
necessary for one as another, It is the 
promise of God to the church, and is the 
real essence of the New Covenant. All 





are called upon to take the character 
there described. It is not a question of 
office or talent, but is a question of Christ- 
ian character which concerns our salva- 
tion. 

You are perhaps, tor some reason, in 
astate of darkness and trouble, and do 
not see the way out. The devil wants 
you to think that it is very difficult to 
find the way, or to understand the truth 
about your case. But this is altogether 
false. You may be perfectly sure, that 
in every case of spiritual disease, let 
your difficulty be what it may, you can 
find out the cause and the cure. “ Ask, 
ang ye shall receive.” It does not re- 
quire any special talent to believe this, 
or to apply it to ourselves and have its 
full benefit ; for God is sincere and true 
to all his promises. The New Covenant 
is the agency of our salvation, and as 
such it places us, first of all, in a position 
to know whatever is necessary about our- 
selves. That 7s the New Covenant, to 
know ourselves and be in personal com- 
munication with God ; and it is old legal 
religion which would teach us that com- 
munion with God is peculiar to persons 
in certain situations, or endowed with 
great talents. All that is wanted, isa 
magnanimous heart, that believes God to 
be sincere and faithful, and able to do all 
that he has promised. 

The reason why believers do not have 
the benefits of the New Covenant toa 
greater extent, is, they are too small 
hearted to take God at his word and re- 
ceive the gift of his Spirit as a teacher. 
The devil takes great pains to fill our 
minds with the idea that it is extremely 
difficult to get access to God, to know 
ourselves and get spiritual help. He 
takes advantage of our carnal experience 
and of the failure of the attempts made 
from time to time by us iu a wrong spirit, 
to discourage us from approaching to God. 
He would represent God to us as a capri- 
cious being, one who is “on and off ;” 
and of whom it is very difficult to get 
any thing except when he is in a good 
humor: in short that it is all luck and 
chance. This is anabuse of God ; a most 
unfounded misapprehension of him ; but 
it serves to effect the devil’s purpose when 
he can thrust that spirit in between us 
and God. He knows that we shall not 
get any thing with that spirit on us ; not 
that God is not ready to give, but be- 
cause we are not ready to receive. 

There is no greater fallacy and abuse 
of God, than the idea that he is a distant, 
mysterious being whom it is hard to get 
at. The knowledge of God is just what 
we need to build us up and make us what 
we ought to be; and this knowledge is 
easy of access to us. God is light, and is 
willing to give us light. We may walk 
in the light, and understand ourselves, 
And we must come up and take that 
position, or the help of others will be of 
no use tous. We must know ourselves, 
and be in a condition to cure our own 
diseases, or else we cannot be saved, 

“Tam out of order—sumething ails 
me,” says one, “and I don’t know what.” 


Why don’t you know? “Ask, and ye 
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shall receive ; seek and ye shall find; 


knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” 
Why stand there laboring under a spir- 
itual disease, with these assurances before 
you, and not know what is the cause and 
the cure ? So all excuses of past error 
on the ground of ignorance, which are so 
common in the world, involve the same 
devilish insinuations of unbelief. Per- 
sons do wrong, and then consider it suf- 
ficient to say that they were foolish and 
ignorant in doing so. But are they will- 
ing to imply thereby, that they could 
not have access to God, and could not 
find out the truth that was needed to 
direct them ? Is that true? Is thata 
correct representation of God’s charac- 
ter? Was it ever true, that he was not 
willing to show us the truth? Was he 
ever so niggardly as not to give us what 
we needed ? He is more ready to give 
good things to them that ask him than 
parents are to give bread to their chil- 
dren. “Ifa son ask of his father bread, 
will he give him a stone ? orif he ask a 
fish, will he give him a serpent ?” When 
was it ever true, that he was not most 
liberal of his gifts? What excuse for 
ignorance or error can we have, when 
there was never a time that God’s prom- 
ises were not ours, or when he was not 
ready to fulfil and be true to them ? 

Unbelief is a hateful, damnable thing. 
It separates us from God, and then rep- 
resents it as very difficult for us to get 
back. What an abuse of God, that while 
he is all the time yearning after us, unbe- 
lief should represent him as an austere 
being, severe and unapproachable! This 
spirit misrepresents him, and murders us. 
Do you not find yourself regarding the 
promises as old, stale things, that don’t 
mean much ? Do you not feel that real 
fellowship with God and growth of soul 
is the result of a lucky hit that comes 
only once in a while ?—that it is a lucky 
hit if you get information about yourself 
from time to time ? If that is the case, 
there is reason enough for all sorts of 
spiritual difficulties. Here is the message 
that John brought to the church, and that 
is sent down tous: “ That which we 
* have seen and heard declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: 
and truly our fellowship is with the Fath- 
er, and his Son Jesus Christ. If we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleans- 
eth us from all sin.” 

The spirit of unbelief that pleads self- 
ignorance, says also that it is a vain 
thing to serve God. We know that is a 
false accusation—that it is nota vain 
thing to serve God; but there is sure 
and infinite profit to be had, in walking 
before him. The prodigal at oue time 
‘found it hard to get his living, but his 
father was not to blame for it. It would 
not have been good policy for either son 
or father, for the father to have followed 
his son into the field among the swine, 
and supported him there. When he 
came to himself, he saw that there was 
abundance in his father’s house. ‘ How 
many hired servants of my father have 
bread enough and to spare, and If perish 
with hunger!” If any one has not abun- 
dance of wisdom and grace, there is no 
better reason for the lack of them, than 
there was in the prodigal’s case. He has 


not yet come to himself. Think what 
God has in hand for you; think how 


have no better reasons for starving and 
getting out of the way than the prodigal 
had. It is easy enough to get a living 


generous he is, and you will see that you ness. If such were then the nature 
‘of salvation and the character of God, 
| we protest against the introduction of any 
‘narrower views of them. Jesus Christ is 


as soon as you come to yourself. As soon!the same yesterday, to-day and forever. 


ed, you can know the truth about your- 
self. Are you distressed ? In your Fa- 
ther’s house is enough and to spare, of 
all wisdom and righteousness. 

This making hard work of living a 
spiritual life and prospering in it; this 
being under the impression that it is al- 
most inevitable to get out of the way, and 
make mistakes, all goes to imply that God 
is niggardly and capricious, and that it is 
a vain thing to serve him. It implies 
that the channel of grace which was 
opened to the Primitive Church, is not 
open now; for certainly a channel of truth 
was open to them, that was truth and no 
lie, and that taught them all things. If 
you cannot see very plainly the way be- 
fore you, it is not because there is not 
light enough, but because you let the 
devil make you dark and sleepy. You do 
not give God credit enough for liberality 
and faithfulness. In a word, it is because 
you do not believe God. “To him that 
believeth, nothing is impossible.” 

* Tf any of you Jack wisdom, Jet him ask 
of God who giveth to all men liberally 
and upbraideth not.’ If you have asked 
for salvation (the greatest of all things, 
and which includes all others), and be- 
lieve that God is able to save you, you 
may be sure that he is desirous to put into 
you all that is necessary to complete the 
work. The sooner it is done, the better for 
him ; he wants to have you free and fruit- 
ful. Ask for wisdom as Solomon did; 
you need not fear but that God will give 
it to you, for it is necessary to your sal- 
vation. If there is any difficulty in your 
case, any false element in your spirit, 
you can have wisdom from God to detect 
it. 

All past experience which has not gone 
to confirm your confidence in God, is false; 
it is an experience which the devil has got 
up to keep you away from God. The 
best way to treat your experience, is to 
consider that as truth which has gone to 
confirm your faith in the promises, and 
all the rest as alie. Think what God is 
anxious to do for you—of his parental in- 
terest and liberality. On the ground of 
it, boldly assume that what ought to be 
done can be done, and do not allow you- 
self to liedown passively when under a 
fog. Say to yourself what can be done, 
shall be done ; ask and get wisdom to find 
your way out. In time of trial ‘all back 
on Christ, on generous confidence in him; 
and his: life and light will ooze through 
and remove the cloud. 

The great question to be settled, is, 
What kind of a God have we to deal 
with ? We are not to take our views 
of him from the devil’s representation of 
him, or from any milk-and-water experi- 
ance which we have had under false teach- 
ers; but we will go to the New Testament 
for our ideas of him. We find there a plain 
matter-of-fact representation of the way 
in which he deals with men. It is shown 
in his dealings with Christ and the apos- 
tles, and in the promises of the New 
Covenant. We find from Paul’s descrip- 
tion of the primitive churches, in his 
epistles, that they had glorious access to 
God, and that he gave them abundance 





of wisdom, and the fruits of righteous- 


as you are simple-minded and true-heart- | ‘‘ Though we believe not, yet he at ideth 


faithful.” His nature works by as un- 
changeable laws as the sun.— Home-Talk. 
_ 


THE CIRCULAR. 


Communism THE SociaL Orper or Heaven, 





LOA 








~~ 





wee 


aap It may be understood by our readers hereafter, that 
articles signed with a star (*), are written by the editor, THEo- 
poks, L, Pitt. 





John Brown. 


America will not soon forget John Brown. 
Few events in its history have been so potent 
in their influence as his expedition to Harper’s 
Ferry, his capture, and his death at Charles- 
town. The grandeur of manhood which shone 
out in the brave old man, his simple and ear- 
nest love for God. and his brother man, were 
beautiful, beyond the creations of fiction.— 
Whatever may be said of the wisdom of his 
plan of outward operations, the spirit in which 
he met his fate was sublime, and belongs to the 
spbere of highest heroism. In his death, a new 
baptism of earnest manhood passed over the 
North—Jobn Brown dying became the leader 
of hundreds of thousands, who from watching 
his heroic prison-hours, his fearless submission 
to a cruel death, felt the pulsations of a nobler 
life. Who does not remember the suspense 
of those November days, or that morning of 
December, when our hearts followed him from 
the prison of Charlestown to that field, full of 
armed men, where, stronger than the thousands 
of maddened spirits who surrounded him, he 
died for the liberty of his brother in bondage ? 
What earnest man here at the North did not 
feel, when he read the record of those solemn 
hours in that valley of Virginia—John Brown 
was my brother ? 


When John Brown died, the death knell of 
Slavery was sounded. Let any one who doubts 
this look back over the two past years, and 
observe how rapidly has been the shaping of 
the issue between the North and South—be- 
tween Freedom and the Slave Power, since that 
hour. Hardly had John Brown’s body been 
laid to rest among the Adirondack mountains, 
before the battle opened in Congress. From 
Harper’s Ferry to Congress, from Congress to 
the ballot-box, and from the ballot-box to the 
battle-field, the course of conflict has been 
swift as the footsteps of astorm. And here 
and there, to-day, in the midst of the mighty 
cepflict that is going on, facts come to the sur- 
face of affairs, showing the far reaching influ- 
ence of John Brown. Some one has said, 
*‘Let me make the Songs of a people, and 
I care not who makes the Laws.” The song 
that is said to be most popular among the Un- 
ion soldiers, is the John Brown song: 

John Brown's body lies a moldering in the grave, 
John Brown’s body lies » moldering in the grave, 
John Brown’s body lies 2 moldering in the grave, 
His goul is marching on! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! glory, glory, glory, hal- 
lelujah ! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah ! 
His soul is marching on! 
The stars of heaven are looking kindly down, 
The stars of heaven are looking kindly down, 
The stars of heaven are looking kindly down, 
On the grave of old John Brown. 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! &c. 


He’s gone to be a soldier in the army of the Lord, 
He’s gone to be a soldier in the army of the Lord, 
He’s gone to be a soldier in the army of the Lord, 
His soul is marching on! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah ! &c. 


John Brown’s knapsack is strapped upon his back, 
John Brown’s knapsack is strapped upon his back, 
John Brown’s knapsack is strapped upon his back, 
His soul is marching on! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! &c. 


His pet lambs will meet him on the way, 





His pet lambs will meet him on the way, 





His pet lambs will meet him on the way, 


As they go marching on. 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! &c. 

Regiments marching through New York 
City, on their way to the war, sing this song. 
Soldiers in Virginia sing it, soldiers on the Po- 
tomac, at Harper’s Ferry, sing it. Chorused 
by a thousand men at a time, it gives a Crom- 
wellian earnestness to the scene. Patterson’s 
column of twenty or thirty thousand men, 
which during the summer was stationed near 
Harper’s Ferry, did but little that was more he- 
roic than to march to Charlestown and visit 
almost en masse the place where John Brown war 
hung. 

Here is a paragraph from the Washington 
correspondent of the Boston Journal, which 
describes another of the curious providential 
results of John Brown’s so-called crazy scheme: 

When the marines dashed up to the door of the 
engine-house, where Virginia Chivalry quailed, 
they seized not only John Brown, but a quantity 
of powder within the building, which he haa 
brought from Pennsylvania. After Brown and 
his party were secured, the powder waa placed 
in one of the brick buildings, where it remained 
till April last. When the United States troops 
found that the Virginia forces were preparing te 
make a descent upon the ferry for the purpose of 
capturing the arms, they looked about for amu- 
nition. They did not dare to visit the magazine, 
for there were sharp eyes which watched every 
movement, and an attempt to take powder from 
there would precipitate an attack. Then it was 
that John Brown’s powder was valuable. It was 
in small packages, and where it could be taken 
and distributed unbeknown to any outsiders. It 
was placed in the different buildings, the trains 
were laid, and just as the Virginians thought the 
prize was theirs, they found that the flames were 
ahead of them. It was designed that the several 
thousand stand of arms there stored should be 
distributed in Baltimore, where, as you know, the 
outbreak immediately occurred, and that thencea 
descent would be made upon Washington. So 
John Brown’s powder saved the capital. All of 
this will appear, I am informed, with satisfactory 
evidence, in the report of the committee appointed 
to investigate the Harper’s Ferry affair. 


Those who would study the poetic and spir- 
itual side of the revolution now in progress in 
tbis country, must not fail to take into the ac- 
count the life and death of John Brown. * 





Late News. 





The Health of Washington, 

The spiritual atmosphere of Washington has 
never been very pure, and this winter the out- 
ward atmosphere is full of pestilence and death. 
The territory around Washington abounds in 
miasma, and typhoid fever prevails throughout 
camp and city. Gen. McClellan has been 
down with it, but is slowly recovering. It 
has never been a very healthy place at this sea- 
son of the year, and this winter it is rendered 
much worse than usual by the collection of so 
many soldiers in camp, army horses and other 
sources of filth attendant upon armies, and by 
the absence of sufficient attention to the sanitary 
arrangements which are necessary for health. 
From Port Royal, 

New York, Jan. 6. 

The Vanderbilt, from Port Royal the 3d, 
arrived at2 p.m. She brings 3,697 bales of 
cotton. 

Gen. Stevens’ brigade advanced on the main 
land on the Ist, and took possession of the 
rebel batteries, shelling them. Gen. Stevens 
followed up within six miles of the Charleston 
Railroad. A flag of truce from the rebels re- 
quested leave to bury their dead, and an hour 
was granted them for that purpose, when they 
fell back on thcir fortifications, which are said 
to be very extcnsive, and defended by from 
11,000 to 12,000 men under Gen. Polk.— 
Their Joss is unknown. Our force was 4,500, 
and we had eight wounded, including Major 
Watson, of the 8th Michigan, mortally. Gen. 
Stevens now holds possession of the main land, 
and awaits reinforcements to proceed. 

The Conduct of the War. 

A Committee has been appointed by Con- 
gress to inquire into the conduct of the war.— 
The Committee have been in session some time 
and, among other matters, been investigating 
the causes of the Bull Run disaster. Gen. 
Fremout has been supeenaed before the Com- 
mittee, and it is said has submitted to them an 
elaborate defense of his military operations. — 
His friends ia Washington believe that he will 
successfully vindicate himself from the char- 
ges made against him. 
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Fight tn Western Virginia. 

On Saturday there was a sharp and success- 
ful attack ef the Union troops. on Rebels at 
Huntersville, in Western Virginia. The Un- 
ion troops consisted of about 700 infantry and 
40 cavalry ; the enemy had 400 cavalry and 
350 infantry. After a hard fight of an hour 
the Rebels retired, having lost, it is supposed, 
about 80 men. A large amount of stores were 
eaptured. There was no Union loss. 
Lectures in Washington. 

Horace Greeley delivered a lecture in 
Washington, on Friday evening Jan. 3, at the 
Smithsonian Institute, before a large audience. 
The speaker took for his subject the Nation. 
He said the misfortune of the country had been 
its reluctance to meet its antagonists in the 
eye. Slavery is the aggressor, and bas earned 
arebel’s doom. Save the Union, and let sla- 
very take its chance. He was against compro- 
mise, because it implied concession to armed 
treason, and expressed his belief that the pres- 
ent contest would result in rendering bencfits 
to the cause of human frecdom. President 
Lincoln, Secretary Chase, and several Senators 
and Representatives were on the platform. It 
is said that Wendell Phillips and H. W. Beech- 
er have also been invited to deliver lectures 
in Washington this winter. 

Expedition from Kansas. 

Gen. James H. Lane of Kansas, has been 
appointed Brig. General in the United States 
Army, and is to have command of au expedi- 
tion which is to proceed from Leavenworth, 
Kansas, into Texas. Gen. Lane is well known 
for his hostility to Slavery, and it is said that in 
the proposed expedition Slavery will receive 
no favor at his hands. 

Mexico. 

The Spanish expedition has captured, with- 
out resistance, the city of Vera Cruz and the 
Castle of San Juande Ulloa. The Mexican 
forces have retired to the interior, where, it is 
said, they are preparing for a vigorous resist- 
ance. 





An Oneida Journal. 





Winter is now fairly established with us. The 
fields are white,'the winds are keen with the kiss- 
esof iceand snow. The mercury in the thermom- 
eter shows positive attractions for zero. Work 
now is mostly indoors, except the teaming, 
which is mostly expended in drawing wood for 
fuel, and sand and lime for the new house. One or 
two teams go daily to the R. R. Depot four miles 
distant. Indoors the new house absorbs, for the 
present, a large share of the work. 'The two hot- 
air furnaces, which have been put up in the base- 
ment, keep the temperature in a suitable state 
for the masons, who are busily engaged in plas- 
tering. These furnaces are Boynton’s patent, and 
are evidently a superior kind. One great advan- 
tage which they possess over the older kinds is, 
they heat a /arge current of air moderately, and 
are so arranged that it may be kept constantly 
moist by the evaporation of water from a vessel 
within the air chamber. Hot-air furnaces were 
formerly very defective in these respects. They 
brought a small stream of highly heated air into 
the house, passed over red hot iron surfaces 
which removed its moisture and rendered it unfit 
for breathing. We are glad to chronicle im- 
provement in this method of heating, as wel! as to 
avail ourselves of them practically. We may have 
more to say relative to the furnaces, hereafter, 
when our building is finished, and the opportunity 
for testing and observing their advantages is more 
favorable. Meantime we may mention that they 
were set and fitted up under the skillful manage- 
ment of Mr. E. Pomeroy, of Syracuse, whose 
services and scientific ability we can cheerfully 
recommend to others.—Our bag-business, is quite 
prosperous this winter, and calls for all the force 
that can attend the daily bee, from 14to 24 P. M. 
This business cogs in well with the silk bi siness, 
our traveling agents combining the sale of the two 
articles in one trip. 

A school for the young men is held daily, Sun- 
days excepted, in the parlor, during the forenoon. 
It is attended by twenty-two persons, of ayes 
varying from fourteen to. twenty-six: A. Barron, 
Teacher. The studies pursued are Reading, 
Spelling, Grammar and Composition, Arithmetic, 
Algebra and Latin. 

A children’s school is also held daily in the 
school-room of the children’s house. About four 





hours a day are occupied in this way ; two in the 
forenoon and two in the afternoon. 

Wednesday, 8.—To-day all available help is 
busily engaged in securing our ice-harvest. The 
cold weather the past week or two has covered 
the mill pond with ten or twelve inches of fine 
clear ice which we hasten to secure before the 
thaws and snows shall have marred ite purity or 
its solid surface. This apparently heavy and un- 
attractive job, by the enthusiasm and power of 
aggregate numbera is made comparatively short 
and pleasant. Among the changes recently, 
we note that of Mr. Perkins from Wallingford to 
Oneida. He takes a post here in the blacksmith 
department. Yesterday, Mrs. A. returned from 
a short visit to Wallingford, accompanied by V. 
H. who has resided at that Commune for a year 
or two. To-day Mr. and Mrs. B. leave Oneida 
for Wallingford to remain a short time. 

We must offer as un apology for the briefness of 
our Journals of late, the absence of events or dis- 
cussions which seem to us invested with sufficient 
point to be interesting to our readers. The win- 
ter is passing quietly with us. The usual theat- 
rical amusements have been discontinued. Two 
pleasant Parlor Concerts have occurred, the last 
on New Year’s evening. Music is cultivated with 
renewed interest this winter; a class in singing 
meets twice a week, while a number are devoting 
considerable attention to the elements of Musical 
Composition. The health of the Community 
compares favorably with previous years; and judg- 
ing from our own experience and observation, 
faith in Christ as the only true physician of the 
body as well as the soul, is steadily growing in 
the family. 

A Fact in Natura History.—Mr. Woolworth 
who takes considerable interest ina small trout 
family near our garden, mentions in a note to 
Wallingford a singular incident, which we inter- 
cept for the amusement of our readers. 

Dear B.:—A curious incident oecurred this 
week in connection with our small trout-pond. 
A week or two since a report was brought to us 
that a mink had found out where our trout were, 
and moreover that his minkship had the knack of 
fishing out and regaling himself on our speckled 
pets. Weill, what was to be done? They had 
become the objects of too much interest to us to 
have them sacrificed without an effurt to save 
them. The evidence was so strong that I re- 
solved to call Mr. Newhouse to my aid, and see if 
he could not with the help of one of his‘ Superior 
Steel Traps’? capture the depredator. Mr. N.’s 
sympathies were readily enlisted, and the trap set 
and temptingly baited for the mink, but seemingly 
to no purpose, for it was visited day after day, 
but nothing was caught. Now for the sequel. 
I had nearly despaired of catching the mink, but 
happening down to the pond one day this week, 
to my surprise I saw the trap sprung, and some- 
thing caught in it that looked very much like a 
bird of some sort, and sure enough, on examin- 
tion, it proved to be an owl; and to add still 
more to my surprise there was not only the owl 
in the trap, but a trout also, both held fast 
and dead in the inexorable jaws. Here now was 
amystery. How could the owl and trout get 
caught both together? After holding an inquest, 
the verdict rendered was, that the trout came to 
his untimely death in consequence of unwittingly 
making himself a bait for the owl, by getting over 
the trap (the trap was set in shallow water), 
when the owl (despite his acknowledged wisdom), 
pounced upon the unsuspecting trout, springing 
the trap, and thus the victim and his enemy per- 
ished together, literally in the jaws of death. 
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OO nn ee 

—Every man is bound to love the truth of 
things ; not simply the great truth of religion, of 
political society, of philosophy in its wide ranges ; 
but every man is bound to,love the truth of things 
in personal affairs, in minute matters, in daily 
thought; in feelings; in taste; in trifles as well 
as in things of magnitude ; in matters of elegance ; 
in matters of praise or blame ; in raillery and wit ; 
in that immense microscopic realm of human hfe 
down below human law, and even below the reach 
of public sentiment ; where men are themselves 
the sole spectators of themselves ; yea lower even 
than that, in that unconscious region where un- 
perceived influences well out, and automatic im- 





pulses and spontaneous thoughts fly out from the 
sou] as sparks snap from the burning brand, and 
yet carry with them in their minute atomic form, 
the whole nature of the brand from which they 
shot. Down in that very realm of gerins and be- 
ginnings of thought, God requires truth. He re- 
quires (ruth in the inward parts.— Beecher. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


Glimpses in Washington. 
NO. I. 
Washington, Dec., 1861. 

Washington has been taken! Not by the rebel 
army, however, but by Northerners. From be- 
ing a dull, old fogy city, it has awakened to life, 
activity and business. Every store in every 
street is occupied, and on Pennsylvania Avenue the 
first floors of many of the houses are being cun- 
verted into stores. 

Of course most of this influx of business is 
caused by the proximity of the army; but here- 
after this town will be pervaded by a new spirit. 
Heretofore the various kinds of mercantile pur- 
suits have been in the hands of a combined few, 
and everything has been dear. Now competition 
regulates the trade and all are pleased and profit- 
ed. Asan example of the old style, I will name 
the Post Office. With a population of 61,000 
there are less than 600 boxes, which are rented 
at $3.00 a year; while in Buffalo, with a popu- 
Jation a little greater, there are moro than 3,000 
boxes, which are rented at $1.00 a year. Here 
the few only have boxes, and the General Delivery 
is always crowded, and one has often to wait a 
long time for his turn. There the many have 
boxes and there is no delay. Of course the 
better state will obtain here by and by. 





In the markets too, you see Northern produce, 
Northern butter, Northern fruit, on all sides 
offered for sale. And then too, there is to be a 
liberation of the slaves. 

A great revolution is progressing in Washing- 
ton. God speed the right. G. F.N. 





Incidents and Observations of Travel, 
St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 22, 1861. 

Dear Frienps:—I took the evening train at 
Cincinnati for this place on Thursday last, via 
the Ohio and Mississippi R. R., arriving here at 
about noon next day. On presenting my trunk 
to be checked a man commenced unbuckling the 
straps, at the same time calling for the keys to 
open it with, which I of course refused, forsetting 
at the time that the Railroad was under military 
control. When finding that the demand was made 
under the authority of Uncle Sam instead of the 
Railroad Co., as I at first supposed, I cheerfully 
assisted the officer in examining the trunk. My 
holding back at first excited his suspicion that 
all was not right, and he was not satisfied with 
searching my trunk from top to bottom, but wished 
to know my name, residence, &c., and at last 
called for my private correspondence ; and having 
received two letters that day, I soon satisfied him 
that I was not on a mission of giving comfort 
and aid to the Rebels. A few days before, he 
found a keg of powder in one trunk, and thirty of 
Colt’s pistols in another. 

Martial law is rigidly enforced in this city, and 
no one can get out without a pass. In order to 
procure a pass one must make it appear that he 
is a good Union man; and the result is that there 
are many here that would be glad to get out if 
they could, and go South. 

I think the secession element in this State has 
been wnder-rated, 1nd that people at the East, and 
even in this city, do not realize the awful state of 
things that exists in the Northern and‘ Western 
portion of this State. Union men who have been 
obliged to flee for their lives, claim that such is 
the case, and that ‘seccsh’ is just as strong where 
they came from as.in most of the Southern States. 

A Union refugee stopping at the Hotel with me, 
from Chilicothe, states that for eight months he 
has not felt safe in going to bed without a revol. 
ver under his head, a rifle at his feet, and his 
house fastened with bolts, with the exception of 
his window to shoot from. Neither hus he dared 
to walk the streets at night without being armed. 
He was. a physician and a merchant, living in 
the center of a town (called city) with some 1500 
inhabitants, two thirds of whom were indebted 
to him for services rendered or goods furnished. 
They have stolen and destroyed his property, 
ransacked his house, insulting his family, broken 
open his safe and destroyed all of his papers 
containing evidences of accounts due him, and at 
last he is obliged to flee for his life; all because 
he is a Union man and stands faithful to his coun- 
try. He is a Virginian by birth, and a slaveowner, 





and yet he is called a “damned Abolitionist.” 
He is only one out of the many that are in this 
city for safety. They are coming in here by hun- 
dreds; many families bringing with them in their 
wagons all that has been left them by the Rebels. 
Many have, on reaching here, hardly clothes to 
cover themselves and little ones with, and though 
in good circumstances a few months before, now 
find themselves dependent upon the charity of 
others. Some are squatting upon land over the 
river in Illinois, and as fast as they can make ar- 
rangements to have their families provided for. 
the men go back to fight. 

The Rebels in the city aro to assist in helping 
these Union refugees, and 300 names have been 
selected to raise $10,000 which is to be givon in 
food, clothing, house-rent, or money. This order 
went into effect yosterday. 

News came in last night that bridges had been 
destroyed by the Rebels on the North Missouri 
R. R., sixty miles above here, and the track taken 
up, 80 that the road could not be used for 100 
miles. Many of the men who do such deeds are 
in the day-time to be seen quietly engaged on their 
farms, and pass for Union men; but when night 
comes they meet together in regular banditti 
style, and scour the country miles around for 
plunder and the committing of atrocious deeds of 
different kinds. They seein to be perfectly in- 
fatuated, and are really crazy in regard to seces_ 
sion. Men who have all of their lives been noted 
for honesty and Christian-like character, appear to 
lose all sense of truth and veracity, and in lying 
and stealing for the secesssion cause they seem tu 
think they are verily doing the Lord service. 
These people certainly appear to be under the in- 
fluence of the evilone. Buta day of judgment 
must surely come, when their actions will have to 
be accounted for and they will receive their just 
deserts. 

It is a comfort in times like these, to fall back 
upon the faith that recognizes an Almighty God 
in the universe, who holds the destinies of nations 
in his hand, and who has the power to break in 
pieces, or build up, as he sees fit. 

That I may sympathize with His purpose, is the 
prayer of your affectionate brother, H. G. 4. 

Lysander, N. Y. Jan, 5, 1862. 
Dear Eprror: 

Iam not given to flattery, but I want to say, 
that I like your article in the last No. of the Cir- 
cular, entitled “The Old Year and the New.” 
There is an inspiration about it that rouses the 
soul within me, and I trust it may come back to 
you from the readers of the Circular in equally 
inspired utterances for God and the Truth. The 
times are propitious for such utterances: the 
minds of the people are open; the national heart 
is expectant: great and important changes in 
public sentiment are looked foras the natural 
and inevitable result of the crisis we are in— 
the mighty struggle now going on between the 
powers of hight and liberty on the one side, and 
those of darkness and despotism on the other. 
And, brethren of the Circular, do not let this 
opportunity pass, without improving it to its full- 
est extent. In the stirring words of the poet, 

On! let all the soul within you, 
For the truth’s sake Go aBbnoav! 

Strike! let every nerve and sinew 
Tell on ages—tell for God. 

Let us scatter with a liberal hane as far as we 
can, the seed of the word of God, and in due time 
we shall reap what we sow, in the abundant har- 
vest of righteousness and peace. Let the pages 
of our little sheet glow with manly and God-like 
utterances, and, insignificant as it may seem, it 
will surely make its mark upon the times. God 
often works out the greatest results by the hum- 
blest means, and we have no occasion to be 
ashamed of the medium He has given us through 
which to speak to the world in his name. Rath- 
er Jet us be thankful for so good and effectual! 
means for the ministration of the Spirit. I trusz 
we all may hereafter better improve the opportu- 
nities which God has already given us, and then 
we may reas_nably look for an enlargement,of our 
sphere of usefulness in this respect, so soon as we 
are prepared to take advantage of it. 

Trusting that God will greatly strengthen your 
hands in the conduct of the paper, by raising up a 
corps of able and efficient co-workers, eager ane 
earnest in his cause, I am, as ever yours, 

aA, W.C. 








Orccon has no magnetic telegraph as yet. bat 
it is arranged that before the middle of 1862, 
Portland shall be in communication with the 
wires of Califorma, and through them with Chi- 
cago, New York and Boston. Sitka, in the Rus- 
sian possessions, is only 9C0 miles from Portland ; 
and when a line is completed between the two 
places, to connect with the Russian line, 3,500 
miles lung, soon to be undertaken between the 
Amoor river and Sitka, the circuit of the world 
will be complete.—Scientific American. 
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Skating. 

A friend at Wallingford, speaking of a recent 
ride to New Haven says: 

‘What pleased me most of all was the scene on 
the pond at Whitneyville. We got along there 
just at sunset, the day was fine, there were as 
as many three hundred skaters, young men and 
girls—you have no idea what an animated show. 
I don’t know which I should call the poetry of mo- 
tion, skating or waltzing. The skating is equally 
graceful. I never saw any waltzing so beautiful 
and graceful as some specimens of skating in 
couples there, a gentleman and lady, two ladies 
together, or two gentlemen; they would sway in 
perfect time and bring around in the most exquis- 
ite curve. I do not wonder it is all the rage.— 
We met a greai many returning, and more rosy- 
cheeked girls than you commonly see in a month. 
An omnibus runs from tbo city all day. There 
were probably a thousand on the pond in the 
course of the day.” 

Apropos to this, here is what the Evening Post 
says about 
THE. SCIENCE OF SKATING. 


Skating isa science, and requires study and 
practice from those who wish to excel. It is, 
therefore, for the instruction of such that we give 
the following directions, taken from the best and 
latest authoritics and which may be new to many 
of our skating readers. It is a long time since we 
fell into an air hole, but we have not forgotten 
the satisfaction we experienced in getting out. 
‘We speak somewhat by the card, therofore, as we 
proceed. 

Imprimis. The ice itself should be strong and 
smooth, free from knots and ripples. The Cen- 
tral Park~ Commissioners have become very 
learned in these matters. Therefore, the ball is 
down when the surface is unfavorable for use, 
when it is weak, or rough, or submerged, or super- 
ficially coated with the crust called cat’s ice, 
through which the skate breaks, throwing the 
wearer down. Stones, sticks and segars are also 
forbidden to be'thrown or dropped on the ice.— 
The momentum of a skater is easily interrupted 
by the hitch of his-irone against a slight obstacle. 
Sand, if blown by the wind upon ice, will quite 
destroy its smoothness. 

There are various kinds of skates in use, and 
various kinds of fastenings ; the irons of some are 
grooved, others flat, others with a sloat, and oth- 
ers with curved lines called rockers. In onr best 
hardware shops all these varieties are to be found, 
and also, we believe, the regular old-fashioned 
“ Holland” article, keen massive and strong. An 
ordinary pair of boy’s ‘skates can be purchased for 
five shillings. The price upwards is “ at discre- 
tion,” Grooved or fluted skate is objected to by 
the most accomplished practitioners, because it is 
easily dulled, and cuts up the ice. The simplest 
forin of strapping is that of a double strap at the 
toe, and one from ‘the heel, running forward diag- 
onally across the instep. It is believed that tight 
strapping produces awkwardness of motion, and 
that the proper balance of the body is equivalent. 
almost to the strapping itself. The blade or run- 
ner, besides being a slight arc of a circle, should 
be nurrow at the heel and toe and wider in the 
middle. Thus the skater is mounted on three 
curves, and this is the-secret of the marvelously 
small cuts and circles which some are so skilled 
in executing. 

RULES TO BE OBSERVED. 

Reve 1.—Put on your skates while sitting on 
some spot where your feet overhang the ice, .or 
else kneel with one leg on the ice itself, and then 
atrap the opposite foot. Don’t let your strap-ends 
dangle about or they will throw you. If you 
have not a hole made for the heel pin, out with 
your gimblet and bore it. A short strap with a 
buckle at each end, is recommended as a con- 
venient splicer if a strap breaks, 

Rure 2.~—Stand up, assuming the third posi- 
tion in dancing, the right heel in the hollow of 
the left foot.’ Place your weight on your right foot 
and press the inside edge of the left foot, into the 
ice. Push with the left foot, which is immediate- 
ly lifted from the ice and brought parallel to the 
other and you will shoot ahead a number of teet. 
Repeat this, and, after getting accustomed to it, 
alternate with the right. You will soon be able 
toget on. To skate backward is usually the next 
attempt, and, therefore, 

Ruce. 3.—First stand still, and then place your 

-tight foot well in advance, the toe turned inwards. 

the weight principally thrown on the left foot. 
With the right foot describe a semi-circle on the 
ice, and you will move backwards a few inches, 
repeat this movement with the other foot and you 
will shortly find yourself at some distance from 
where you started. A little practice makes the 
effort easy and successful. 

Thus far the amateur has unknowingly been 
practicing with the inside edge of his skate, but 
it is the vuter edge on which the greatest exploits 
are performed. <A geod skater is said to look 
with centempt on the inner edge, Therefore we 
have this additional 

Rute 4.—Mark acircle on the ice of about 
eight fvet in diameter, and place some object, say 
a penny, at its centre, to mark it distinctly. 
Stand on the outside of the circle, the right skate 
upon the line, with the outside edge firmly pressed 
into it and the right sheulder turned towards the 
centre. In this position push yourself un the line 
with your left foot, going to the right with your 
right skate on the line. Go round several times, 


carrying the head well over the right shoulder; 





next continue it at full speed, and endeavor, in 
doing so, to cross the left foot over the right. A 
tumble or two will occur before this feat can be 
accomplished. But when it is, then reverse the 
order of your going. and try your skill with your 
left foot. The outside edge is then, un fail ac- 
compli. 

But greater feats than these are now to be per- 
formed. There is the cross-roll, the figure eight, 
the figure three, the outside edge backwards, the 
back cross roll, the spread eagle, waltzing, the 
quadrille, &c, which will be described in another 
article. 

To do the “ cross-roll,” you stand as you do 
when learning the outside edge, starting on the 
right foot and crossing the left over it. But in- 
stead of repeating the movement, and so describ- 
ing a circle, you immediately cross the right foot 
again over the left and soon. Thus a succession 
of arcs of circles is effected as well as torward 
motion. The legs should be crossed over each 
other as far as possible, and even higher up than 
the knees. The hands must hang easily and qui- 
etly, and the body be carried uprightly without 
stiffness. ‘The carriage of the hands is one of the 
greatest embarassments of a clown, as it 1s one of 
the most graceful movements of refined people. 
Sir Benjamin West ventured upon the dictum 
that he could always tell the character of a person 
by the management of the hands, In skating, it 
certainly is an indication of grace or its contrary. 
It is not considered proper to skate with canes or 
sticks inthe hands, although many do so. In 
performing the cross-roll, the outside edgos of the 
skates must be pressed firmly upon the ice, or 
shps and falls will be inevitable. It is, on the 
whole a very pretty evolvtion, and is easily per- 
formed. 

We now proceed to the higher branches of the 
art. The first step in figure skating, which is 
styled “ the quintessence of the art,” is to learn 
to cut the figure 8 and the figure 3. The former 
is generally first attempted, and is composed of 
two circles crossing each other slightly where 
they unite. We continue our explanation in the 
form of rules. 

Rute 5.~—You proceed as directed in the last 
rule, but make an entire circle before crossing 
your feet, so that one circle is made on one foot 
and the otheron the other. Always start from 
the point where the circles cross each other. 
There is some difficulty in doing this, according 
io our authority as wellas our own experience, 
but a slight swing of the off leg round towards 
the toes helps one prodigiously. N. B. In good 
skating it is the foot off the ice which directs the 
motion of the other, Bent knees are also inad- 
missable “ in good circles.” 

The figure 3 is considered the most elegant, and 
a key to all others. This mastered, everything 
else is easy, and this is the method: 

Ru e 6.—Start on the right foot as if you were 
going to cut 8, but gently as possible. Instead, 
however, of swinging the left fuot round, so as to 
make a circle, let it remain at least a foot behind 
the right one. The consequence is, that when 
three-fourths of the circle are completed the off 
foot gives a curious sway to the body, and you 
spin around on your right foot, changing, at the 
same time, from the vutside to the inside edge, 
and you thus cut the second half of the 3 back- 
ward. When you can do this easily with the 
right foot and with the left, you can cut the whole 
figure. ‘To be more particular, you start to cut 
the left-hand figure E, with che left foot on the 
outside edge, spin around on your rocker at the 
twist or loop of the figure, and finish it with the 
left foot on the inside edge, backwards. Then 
the right foot is free to pass to the top of the 
right-hand 3, which is cut in the like manner. If 
you are nota good spinner, throw your weight 
sightly on your toes and round you go, 

Next to this performance comes the “ outside 
edge backwards.” This is done as follows: 

Rue 7.—Cut a 3 as before, and directly after 
the twist place the outside edge of the off foot on 
the ice, at the same time lifting the other foot. 

The *‘back cross roll’* is another evolution of 
some note in skating. Very few succeed in doing 
this easily or well. This is our direction: 

Ruts 8.—No impetus is necessary for this 
movement. Stand still, plant the left outside 
edge well on the ice, lean slightly on that side 
and gently swing the other s:de round until it has 
crossed the left foot and is planted with its out- 
side edge on the ice. The left foot is then cross- 
ed behind the right, and it will be felt that the 
mere swing of the foot and leg is sufficiently 
powerful to urge you backwards. As the sleight- 
of-hand people say when they show you howa 
trick is done, this iseasily performed. Try it, if 
you do not think so. It-is varied sometimes by 
two skaters, one going forwards and the. other 
backwards at the same moment, keeping exact 
time and distance. The heau ideal of this back 
cross roll is said to be this, and we fearlessly en- 
dorse the vpinion, regardless of our reputation 
as an aged amatuer, viz.: when a skater can cut 
the figure 8 backwards on the outside edge with 
straight knees and hands quiet! 

The spread eagle is another of the faucies of 
the skater. Whether it will survive tho present 
difficulties of the parent bird is impossible to de- 
termine. It does not seem to flourish in our 
southern states, where there is but little ice and 
less patriotism. Here we presume it will flourish 
as long as water freezes and our constitution 
holds out. In this figure observe : 

Rute 9.—Skate forward rapidly, then bring 
your heels together, the skates being turned in 
exactly opposite directions, bend your knees out- 
ward and up with your arms. By allowing the 
toes to come a little forward and leaning on the 
inside edges, a large circle may be cut while in 
this attitude. By pressing the toes still further 


outwards and throwing your weight on the out- 
side edge a reverse circle may be cut, and this usu- 
ally “ brings down the house.” 

Ice-waltzing when neatly done is worth look- 
ing at. The Montreal belles are said to excel in 
this accomplishment. As we have not attended 
any of the calcium balls at the Central, we can- 
not speak from personal knowledge. 

Rute. 10.—Cut a small 3, and instead of com- 
ing round on the inside edge, finish the twist on 
the outside edge of the other skate. Be careful, 
or down you go, Loth yuu and your paatner. 

Quadrilles are manageable when the set is com- 
posed of good skaters; four only usual to the set, 
one generally giving notice of the changes, 

Rute. 11.—Five circles, one in the center, 
compose the figure. Each skater stands at the 
furthest extremity of one of the four outside cir- 
cles. On the word given, start all at once with 
the 8 step. Approach each the other, and as the 
central circle forms the top of an 8 with the four 
others, you will all be going round this circle to- 
gether. Good. The next change is this: Cut 
each of you a 3 when you come to the center cir- 
cle, and sogo round backwards. There are other 
changes mcre intricate, but not so easily des- 
cribed. We leave these to be performed by some 
- Brown’s brigade, and may then make a note of 
thein. 

It is said that the best skaters use the least 
force, and will execute figures by the hour with- 
out betraying an impelling force. 

The position of the head is said to be a great 
secret uf success (it is in most of the operations 
of life). 





The Silent Appeal. 


It has been often said that the slaves would 
reccive their liberty only when they proved 
themselves able to work it out for themselves. 
Such words have been oftenest on the lips of 
those who have robbed the negro of all chance 
of working it out for himself. But honest 
watchers of late events must admit that the 
negroes, such as have been newly enfranchised, 
are now good workers for their own cause. 
Contrary to the general expectation, they are 
not hindering but helping the Government. 
They are making a good record. They are 
proving themselves worthy of their deliverance. 
They are earning a good title to be men. 


A thousand fugitives are within the lines of 
Gen. Sherman at Port Royal; two thousand 
at Fortress Monroe. All are behaving well— 
better than their late masters; winning the 
gond will of those set in charge over them; 
willing to do a good deal of work for a very 
little pay ; exhibiting a strange enthusiasm for 
their new condition, yet docile under their mil- 
itary restraints; not refractory but orderly ; 
not riotous but prayerful. 

They have proved not a burden but a profit. 
Gen. Wool has found that their labor not only 

ays for their support, but saves expense to 

Ir. Chase, and has banked a fund already of 
more than three thousand dollars in the quar- 
termaster’s hands; so that, as the case now 
stands, the Government is not taking care of 
the negroes, but the negroes are taking care of 
the Government. Jn all this, there is a silent 
appeal which the negro is making in his own 
behalf, stronger than any good word which can 
be urged by the best friends of his cause. 

Moreover, as a strange feature of the war. 
schools are following in the rear of the army ; 
and dusky scholars, deprived of the alphabet 
by statute law, are learning tkeir letters in 
tents, in barracks, in casemates, and around 
camp-fires. The guns at Point Comfort have 
proved thus far to be loaded chiefly with spell- 
ing-books. John Tyler’s name is likely to be 
left as memorable as Elisha Yale’s or Jobn 
Harvard’s, for bequeathing his elegant resi- 
dence at Hampton to be turned into a college 
for runaway slaves. At Port Royal, in default 
of primers, black-boards have been set up in a 
spacious place in the open air, and the negroes 
are getting,out of a few picces of chalk, all that 
Cadmus gave to Greece. In another place, 
where slate and pencil cannot be had, the art 
of-coarse handwriting is taught by making let- 
ters in the sand, as Guido learned to draw 
sheep. All the revorts say that the eagerness 
rof the negroes to learn, is equaled only by the 
willingness of the»chaplains and soldiers to 
teach. Such facts as these, when known, can- 
not but be accepted as proof, not only that the 
Fwar has civilization for one of. its objects, but 
that a few Northern regiments in South Caro- 
lina can do more in a few weeks toward turn- 
ing an African into a man, than all the com- 
bined missionary influences of the benign slave- 
system for alifetime. This, too, carries with 
it its silent appeal. 

Thus far the moral conduct of the fugitives 
scems to have been as good as that of the re- 
gimeuts receiving them. Their sympathetic 
enthusiasm, their intoxication of liberty, their 
buoyant blood at sight of a new race of white 
men with no whips in their hands, all their 
high wrought feelings, have found safe outlet 
and expression through their sensitive religious 





nature and their proverbial religious exerciscs. 





The Beanfort slaves, like the West Indian 
slaves, accepted their liberty with thankseiv- 
ings, and celebrated it with prayers. The 
Tribune's correspondent at Hilton Head says: 

“ Prayer-meetings are held by the contrabands 
in camp almost every night. The building in 
which they gather is often surrounded by a crowd 
of soldiers, listening to the quaint fervor of the 
devotions with silent and interested attention. 
From these soldiers you will hear no word of 
ridicule—nothing like mockery or contempt for 
the unlettered simplicity which fears not to ask 
ignorantly while it asks trustfully and truly. 
The men whose daily lives leave no hour unstained 
with oaths, and with the coarse brutality of 
speech which is worse than profanity, pass with 
clean lips and silent wondering, if not reverent 
thoughts, from the religious assemblies of the 
negro, whom they have been taught to regard as 
cursed of God, despised of men, and destitute of 
social and political rights.” 

Such a piece of intelligence cannot but be 
gratifying to all who read it, and will make its 
silent appeal to the hearts of all good men. 

Liberty is a magical word. Spoken into the 
ear of any true man, it stirs his blood and 
quickens his pulse. Given as a pass-word to 
the slave, it puts an end at once to all the fine 
theories of willing submission and unforced 
obedience. As an instance, among the earli- 
est fugitives toward the sbips of Captain Du- 
pont were the slaves of the plantation where- 
on Dr. Nehemiah Adams witnessed the ‘elici- 
ties of the South-Side View—the patriarchal 
system in its happiest display! Their backs 
never knew the cow-skin; yet they ran away 
from their master from a mere foolish notion 
that if Slavery was good, Freedom was better. 
Of course they could not have read Dr. Ad- 
ams’ book, or they would have been slow in 
venturing on such astep. Yet the fact that 
the sleekest of slaves, with the gentlest of 
masters, and with the most soothing of pasto- 
ral visitants, should in one unhappy hour have 
run away, not only with themselves, but with 
all that good clergyman’s theories besides, is 
fitted to make a silent appeal even to the heart 
of a man whose eyes could see nothing but para- 
dise in a slave-island. 

Frederika Bremer said to an American, 
“‘ The fate of the negro is to be the romance 
of your history.” That romauce now makes 
part of every story of the war. Among the 
fugitives who crowded within Gen. Sherman’s 
lines were a husband and a wife, who had been 
sold asunder cight years before, who had never 
seen each other’s face since, each of whom 
knew not if the other were alive, and whose un- 
expected meeting ard mutual recognition in 
the camp, with clasped arms and weeping eyes, 
produced a scene which touched the hearts of 
all the rough and sturdy men who witnessed it. 
A siave-woman, foot-sore after a two days’ 
flight from her master’s house, swam New 
River, crossed Pinckney’s Island, and then 
swam the rapid current of Skull Creck, to 
meet her husband at a chosen spot, where he 
was lying in wait after a similar escape. Le- 
ander buffeting the Hellespont was not so hero- 
ic—for this act was a woman’s. A gentleman 
whose name, if we were to mention it, would 
be familiar to the readers of the Independent, 
reports from Beaufort, that he saw the scars of 
several negroes, belonging to a sea-island cot- 
ton-grower, whose backs had been marked by 
dropping melted sealing-wax in a blaze on the 
bare skin! If any man seeks for instances of 
heroism, instances of suffering, instances of 
fortitude under the most cruel trials, instances 
of patience and faith worthy of the Walden- 
sian martyrs, let him gather the persoval bisto- 
ries of American slaves. These histories, un- 
written by human pen, are not unrecorded of 
God, and the solemn appeal which they make 
every day afresh into the ear of Him who 
heareth the cry of the poor, shall not be iu 
vain. 

One gratifying fact is apparent: the. people 
are beginning to learn the good lesson of mean 
ing well toward the slave. The sudden glow 
of patriotism which set all true hearts on fire 
last April, has kindled a more genuine love of 
liberty. The bondman’s deliverence cannot 
be far in the distance. Through what strugg!e 
it may come, we know not; nor can any man 
foresee ; but it isto come, and is near. Al- 
ready some have attained their freedom ; these 
are numbered by thousands; but, meanwhile, 
they who remain yet in waiting are numbered 
by millions. To this great multitude the pres- 
ent time is the most critical in their live-, most 
full of anxieties, most prolific of hardships, 
most erowded with enforced labors, most agita- 
ted with mingled hope and despair. These are 
now making their silent appeal to the nation : 
and for the sake of these, in this time of their 
expectancy, let all good men “‘ remember them 
that are in bonds, as bound with them.’°—Jnde- 
pendent. 








SS eT CLE TY a re 





LETTERS NOY OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.—N_ E. 
Marcy; Daniel Long; Willard Comey; J. B & 
M. A. Kelly; Geo. H. Stebbins; A. J. Straight. 








